Preparing the VisWeek abstract data for text analysis

0. Direct copying from the browser is not very helpful – not quite enough structure.

1. The source copy is slightly better, but there is a lot of extra junk at the top.

2. Start with "Step 2 - source copy - reduced.docx". Replace the paragraph marks with nothing, not even a space)

replace:
^p
with


Replace a tag sequence that uniquely identifies the paper titles with the same sequence, just with a paragraph mark and the word “Title: “ afterward. There is a space at the end.

replace:
<span class="field-content"><div><!--Author: -->
with
<span class="field-content"><div><!--Author: -->^pTitle: 

Add a paragraph mark after another tag sequence that happens to appear before both Authors and Abstract.

replace:
<span class="label">
with
<span class="label">^p

Add a paragraph mark and “Track: “ before the block of session information so that the session track information also gets isolated.

<span class="session-event-title views-accordion-paper_session-page_1">
with
<span class="session-event-title views-accordion-paper_session-page_1">^pTrack: 

5. Remove some extra tags that mess up the formatting when we use our HTML cleaner program.  Just replace the tags with nothing, as in step 1.

remove
<br />

remove
</span>

remove
<div class="session-title">

3. This should give you the same output as you’ll find in “Step 3 - source copy - reduced - 2.docx”  

Copy the entire document and paste into the “HTML to Text” tool at the Data Science Toolkit: http://www.datasciencetoolkit.org/
Copy back into a Word document.

4. This should give you the output you see pasted into 
“Step 4 - source copy - cleaned.docx” and “Step 4b - source copy - cleaned.xlsx”

If we keep working on the output using Word, we can get each session and each paper into a single paragraph, with tabs between our useful fields.  This is a good format for Excel.

Replace the manual line break from the browser with a tab; this will put tabs between everything that used to have its own line.

replace ^l with ^t

Now we just need to tell Word where the Sessions and Papers start and put each in its own paragraph.

[bookmark: _GoBack]replace Title: with ^pTitle:
replace ^tTrack: with ^pTrack:

5. This should give you the output you see in “Step 5 - source copy - cleaned - 2.docx”.  If you copy the text straight into an empty Excel spreadsheet, Excel should automatically convert tabs to new columns and paragraph marks to new rows (“Step 5b - source copy – cleaned – 2.xlsx”).

6. We can keep working on this in Excel.  For example, if we want to make sure each paper is tied back to its proper session, we can:

· Add a column that numbers the rows by their original order.
· Re-sort the rows by the Track/Title column to group all the papers together
· Shift the data cells for the papers over so that the session columns only contain session info and the paper columns only contain paper info
· Re-sort by the new “order” column to put back in original order
· Fill down the session info into the appropriate paper rows (see: http://www.techrepublic.com/blog/msoffice/quickly-fill-blank-cells-in-excel/3014)
· Continue to clean the data (“Step 6 - source copy - cleaned - 2 final.xlsx”)

7. For many programs, you will need a single block of text or a series of text files.  For a single block of text, you can just copy the “Abstract” column into a plain text document (NotePad, WordPad, TextEdit, etc.).  See “Step 7 – plain text abstracts.txt”.  For multiple text files, you may need to find a “split” program to take the abstracts file and split it so that there is only one line in each file.  
· Windows: http://www.gdgsoft.com/gsplit/features.aspx
· Mac: (Using Terminal) http://unixhelp.ed.ac.uk/CGI/man-cgi?split
(e.g., “split -l 1 'Step 7 - plain text abstracts.txt'”
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